Congenital aplasia of major salivary glands in a 4-year-old child.
The case of a 4-year-old girl with marked xerostomia and rampant caries is described. Investigation revealed complete aplasia of all four major salivary glands, which is extremely rare. Eleven primary teeth were extracted and a strict caries-preventive regime introduced. The patient had previously been advised to suck citrus-flavoured sweets to stimulate saliva flow, but this must be discouraged.